Appendix A

Experimental Design and Materials

Figure Al

Persuasion Design

Initial question
Do you support the setting up of supervised
injectionsites (SIS) in your city?

Counterargument 1 Absolutely Absolutely Counterargument 2
High Low no yes High Low
Political Political Political Political
style style style style

Sponsor-evaluation:
Perceived Emotional Sincerity
The candidate...
... was sincere about his emotionsregarding SIS
... put on an act about his emotionsregarding SIS
[1 “Disagree strongly” to 7 “Agree strongly”]

Argument-evaluation:
Perceived Reasonableness
How reasonable do you think is the candidate's way
of looking at the issue of supervised injection sites?
[0 “Very unreasonable” to 3 ““Very reasonable”]

Final question:
Taking into account the candidate’s way of looking at
the issues of SIS, do you support the setting up of
supervised injection sites inyour city?

Absolutely Absolutely
no yes




Figure A2
Treatment material: Message against SIS and with a high political style
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TAYLOR ON SUPERVISED INJECTIONS SITES

Politics 6 HOURS AGO > I

Ipswich (Ipswich Evening News) — As we
approach Ipswich City Council elections,
the debate among local candidates gets
controversial on supervised injection sites
(SIS). In an interview to one of our
correspondent, Henry Taylor, running
candidate for the Nelson ward. commented
on the issue. “My opponent Frank
Hayden and I have opposing views
regarding SIS... I think not only SIS
would encourage drug abuse by not
reporting the use of illegal drugs to law Henry Taylor, running candidate for the
enforcement™ — he said — “but they would Nelson ward.

also create a culture that challenges laws On top of that, Taylor stressed that SIS
and regulations regarding drug abuse.” would come with financial costs as well.
In addition, he argued that SIS would be “From an economic perspective,
detrimental for the rest of the public too. experts agree that building and
According to him, “Studies have shown managing SIS can be expensive, thus
that SIS may bring crime to surrounding they may have a huge negative impact
communities, such as arrests for drug on cities’ economies, especially in
trafficking, assaults, or robberies™. poorer areas’ .
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Treatment material: Message against SIS and with a low political style
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TAYLOR ON SUPERVISED INJECTIONS SITES

Politics 6 HOURS AGO

Ipswich (Ipswich Evening News) — As we
approach Ipswich City Council elections,
the debate among local candidates gets
controversial on supervised injection sites
(SIS). In an interview to one of our
correspondent, Henry Tayvlor, running
candidate for the Nelson ward. commented
on the issue. “More drugs for junkies...
My opponent Frank Hayden and his
friends must be nuts to think this is good
idea!” — he said — “It's really a no
brainer, even my grandma would get
it!”. In addition, he argued that SIS would
be detrimental for the rest of the public too.
According to him, “More SIS equals
more crimes... Do we really want hobos
to rob our grandmas on the streets?”. On
top of that, Taylor stressed that SIS would
come with financial costs as well.

vy f

Henry Taylor, running candidate for the
Nelson ward.

“SIS cost loads of money and those
morons want hard-working families to
cough up their savings to support
addiction!”.



Figure A4

Home News

Sport WhatsOn Views Videos

Treatment material: Message in favor of SIS and with a high political style
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TAYLOR ON SUPERVISE INJECTIONS SITES

Politics 6 HOURS ACO

Ipswich (Ipswich Evening News) — As we
approach Ipswich City Council elections,
the debate among local candidates gets
controversial on supervised injection sites
(SIS). In an interview to one of our
correspondent, Henry Tavlor, running
candidate for the Nelson ward. commented
on the issue. “My opponent Frank
Hayden and I have opposing views
regarding SIS... I think not only SIS
would prevent overdose deaths by
providing drug abusers with overdose-
reversal drugs™ — he said — “but they
would also help addicts get into opioid
addiction treatment programs . In
addition, he argued that SIS would be
beneficial for the rest of the public too.
According to him, “Studies have shown
that SIS not only provide addicts with a
safe place to use, but they also protect
the public from exposure to drug abuse
and potentially dangerous situations™.

Henry Taylor, running candidate for the
Nelson ward.

On top of that, Tayvlor stressed that SIS
would come with financial benefits as
well. “From an economic perspective,
experts agree that cities may save
money due to the reduced health care
costs and the increased wuse of
addiction treatment programs.”
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Treatment material: Message in favor of SIS and with a low political style
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TAYLOR ON SUPERVISED INJECTIONS SITES

Politics 6 HOURS AGO

Ipswich (Ipswich Evening News) — As we
approach Ipswich City Council elections,
the debate among local candidates gets
controversial on supervised injection sites
(SIS). In an interview to one of our
correspondent, Henry Tayvlor, running
candidate for the Nelson ward. commented
on the issue. “SIS save lives... My
opponent Frank Hayden and his friends
must be nuts to think they are not a good
idea!” — he said — “It's really a no
brainer, even my grandma would get
it!”. In addition, he argued that SIS would
be beneficial for the rest of the public too.
According to him, “More SIS equals less
junkies around... Do we really want
hobos on the streets robbing our
grandmas?”. On top of that. Taylor
stressed that SIS would come with
financial benefits as well.
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Henry Taylor, running candidate for the
Nelson ward.

“SIS save loads of money and those
morons want hard-working families to
keep frittering their savings away!”



