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Dear Dr. Larry Gross,
We are excited to submit an original research article entitled “Communication privacy management and digital evidence in an intimate partner violence case.” An earlier version of this paper received both the top paper and the top student paper awards for the Applied Communication Division at the 2018 National Communication Association convention, and we see an excellent fit at the International Journal of Communication. 

Our paper brings together scholarship on mediated communication and interpersonal communication to examine how the ways in which couples manage their smartphone communication impacts the acquisition of digital evidence and the ultimate use of that evidence at trial. We find that victims of intimate partner violence must violate their own privacy rules and answer for the communication practices of both partners if they are to validate their assault claims and seek legal justice. Drawing on participant observations in the public defender’s digital forensics laboratory and the trial courtroom, we show why digital evidence falls short of a “model witness,” and may even be marshaled against victims to question their credibility. 
We believe the readers of the International Journal of Communication will appreciate the paper’s innovative case methodology, bridging of communication and legal research, and larger indication of how the growth of mobile communication is shaping the processing of criminal cases in the U.S. 
We confirm that this work is original and has not been published elsewhere, nor is it currently under consideration for publication elsewhere. We have no conflicts of interest to disclose.
Please address all correspondence concerning this manuscript to the first author at fanny.ramirez@rutgers.edu
Thank you for your consideration of this manuscript. We look forward to hearing from you.

Our best regards,
Ms. Ramirez
Dr. Lane
