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Dear Editors,
I wish to submit an article for publication in International Journal of Communication, titled Surviving or thriving? Digital connective politics in primary-level cadres’ live streaming e-commerce (PCLE) in China. The paper was co-authored by Yupei Zhao and Wanyan Wu. 
This is the first empirical research on initiatives led by primary-level cadres in China to boost the local economy through live streaming e-commerce (PCLE). The study utilized a mixed approach consisting of both semi-structured interviews and discourse analysis. This approach clarified how PCLE enables primary-level cadres to put forward a positive political persona, enhance their poverty alleviation records, improve sales, and gain people’s trust. This study discovered the following: a) virtual gifts, bullet comments, and tipping during live streaming has become a new way of connective action b) a new and fragile collective identity can be found within the cadres, viewers, platform, and enterprise; c) PCLE helps local enterprises survive and promotes economic growth during the pandemic, however, the monetization of cadres’ credibility poses risks to the credibility of governments. The findings of this research have several implications for the live streaming industry and digital governance at the local level.
This manuscript has not been published or presented elsewhere in part or in entirety and is not under consideration by another journal. All study participants provided informed consent, and the study design was approved by the appropriate ethics review board. We have read and understood your journal’s policies, and we believe that neither the manuscript nor the study violates any of these. Details about competing interests are provided separately.

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you.
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