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International Journal of Communication
ATTN: Larry Gross, Editor

Esteemed Editor,

Please accept my manuscript titled “‘Despite,’ ‘In Spite Of,’ and ‘Alongside’: Disillusion and Success in Romanian Activism for the Roma.” I hereby submit it for review for publication in the International Journal of Communication.

In brief, I examine the experience of doing advocacy for Roma rights as expressed by activists themselves. Grounded in the specific case of Romania, the study draws from examples of discrimination, self-interrogation and identity shifts, contextual alliances, and wider European funding processes. The stories shared by Romanian activists reveal discursive practices of disillusion and success. Disappointment emerged in connection to typically large-scale fissures in social, cultural, political, and economic systems, while optimism and drive were evident primarily at a micro-level, in the lives of individual people, and in hyper-localized action. This is not bad news for intervention, since incremental change still counts; yet the vision of activism and of the funding system need to be mindful of such outcome, and adjust accordingly.

A version of this article is submitted for presentation at the 2018 convention of the International Communication Association, set to meet in Prague, the Czech Republic, in May. 

This manuscript is not currently being considered for publication by any other journal or publication.

I received my doctorate from University of Minnesota and am currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Communication and Journalism, at Oakland University.

I would be honored if you accepted my submission to the International Journal of Communication. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Adina Schneeweis, PhD
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